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We  continue  our  policy  of  bringing 
to  Service  personnel  significant 
statements  and  information  with  re- 
gard to  national  defense .  The  fol- 
lowing statement 5  as  promised  in 
the  last  issue  of  the  News,  comes  from  Secretary  Wickard,  and  is  titled 
''Agriculture's  Part  in  Total  Defense." 

This  is  Secretary  Wickard: 

"Farm  people  and  workers  in  government  agricultural  agencies  are  anxious 
to  help  the  national  defense  program  in  every  effective  way. 

"The  gravity  of  the  situation  which  our  nation  is  facing  is  evidenced  by 
the  sweeping  program  which  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  Congress 
have  authorized  to  provide  security  against  all  threats  of  aggression. 


"We  in  the  United  States  still  have  time  to  profit  from  the  experience  of 
the  peace-loving  nations  of  Europe  which  have  now  been  overrun  by  the 
dictators . 

"Nations  which  tried  appeasement  found  they  had  only  succeeded  in  con- 
vincing the  enemy  of  their  weakness .  Nations  which  depended  on  neutrality 
alone  for  safety  now  are  quartering  armies  of  occupation.  Nations  which 
permitted  disunion  are  having  their  internal  quarrels  settled  by  the 
conqueror.  Only  those  who  put  their  trust  in  preparedness  and  in  unity 
have  remained  free — and  their  freedom  remains  in  deadly  peril. 

"The  marshaling  of  our  resources  to  meet  this  threat  means  more  than  the 
forging  of  cannon,  the  building  of  ships  and  planes  and  the  arming  of 
soldiers.  It  means  the  ordering  of  our  affairs  so  that  our  people  will 
hold  fiercely  to  the  belief  that  the  American  ideal  is  worth  defending » 
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"This  American  ideal  means  different  things  to  different  people  and  no 
one  would  have  it  otherwise.  That  is  a  thing  we  cherish  about  our  way 
of  life — we  give  the  other  fellow  room  to  disagree — provided  that  dis- 
agreement does  not  imperil  the  safety  of  all.  The  American  ideal  holds 
sacred  every  man's  right,  within  the  limits  of  democracy  and  fairness, 
to  speak,  write,  vote,  and  worship  as  he  thinks  best.  The  American 
ideal  includes  a  decent  opportunity  to  make  a  decent  living. 

"Total  defense  means  the  maintenance  of  these  fundamentals  and  an  un- 
ceasing effort  to  work  toward  these  ideals,  for  it  is  these,  essentially, 
which  we  are  planning  to  defend.  This  is  the  ancient  faith  which  must 
be  justified  by  works  if  we  are  to  remain  secure  and  at  peace. 

"Therefore,  we  must  take  whatever  steps  are  necessary  to  give  every 
American  a  part  in  the  national  life — to  make  him  realize  that  his  skill 
and  labor  and  his  presence  in  the  community  are  wanted  and  needed. 

"In  this  emergency,  it  is  vital  that  every  industry  and  every  phase  of 
national  life  be  included  in  a  unified  national  effort. 

"A  strong  agriculture  is  essential  to  a  strong  nation. 

"Fortunately,  even  before  the  threat  of  aggression,  much  had  been  done 
throu^  the  cooperation  of  farmers  and  government  to  restore  the  strength 
of  agriculture. 

"Agriculture  is  organized  to  produce  ample  quantities  of  food  and  fiber 
and  also  raw  materials  to  supply  any  likely  needs. 

"The  increase  in  farm  income,  which  has  nearly  doubled  in  the  last  few 
years,  has  enabled  farmers  to  modernize  and  rehabilitate  their  pro- 
ducing plant. 

"Farmers  are  conserving  and  rebuilding  the  fertility  of  their  soil. 

"Through  the  Ever  Normal  Granary  program,  reserves  of  food  and  fiber 
have  been  stored  against  a  future  day  of  need  resulting  from  short 
crops  or  increased  demand. 

"Groups  of  producers  who  have  lost  vital  export  markets  because  of  the 
war  are  able  to  protect  their  industries  against  ruin  by  making  use  of 
the  machinery  for  production  adjustment. 

"Through  the  Food  Stamp  Plan  and  other  programs  for  distribution  of 
surplus  farm  products,  agriculture  is  not  only  finding  new  outlets  at 
home  for  these  products  but  is  contributing  to  the  health  and  efficiency 
of  the  whole  nation. 
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"Hundreds  of  REA  cooperatives  already  operating,  with  more  organizing 
every  month,  are  taking  electric  energy  into  the  open  country.  Thus, 
the  first  essential  for  the  operation  of  decentralized  industry — a  power 
supply — is  being  provided. 

"In  addition  to  the  efforts  of  farmers,  agriculture  is  contributing  to 
national  defense  through  the  work  of  research  scientists  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  who  are  developing  new  sources  of  materials  needed 
In  the  defense  program. 

"These  are  important  contributions  to  defense.  A  prime  duty  of  farm 
people  and  Department  of  Agriculture  workers  is  to  continue  and  strengthen 
these  efforts.  All  of  us  must  develop  understanding  and  readiness  to 
adapt  the  programs  to  changing  world  conditions  and  the  developing  needs 
of  national  defense. 

"Additionally,  it  is  our  duty  to  study  and  understand  the  situation 
which  makes  the  defense  program  necessary,  to  know  what  total  defense 
involves,  and  to  keep  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  the  defense  effort. 

"Here  in  Washington  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Agricultural 
Division  of  the  National  Defense  Advisory  Commission  are  working  hand 
in  glove  to  speed  agriculture's  contribution  in  defense." 


PAIillI«IQ_SCS_D  RAFTSMAN 

Patent  No.  2,217,283,  entitled  "Hydraulic  Dump  Bucket",  under  date  of 
Oct.  8,  1940,  has  been  Issued  to  Marcus  R.  Lorrin,  Junior  Engineering 
Draftsman,  stationed  at  Grand  Junction,  Colorado.  Mr.  Lorrin  was  granted 
commercial  rights  to  the  invention,  the  Government  obtaining  a  shop 
right  interest  which  permits  the  invention  to  be  manufactured  and  used 
by  or  for  the  Government  for  governmental  purposes  without  the  payment 
of  royalty. 

Persons  interested  in  full  details  of  the  new  device  should  communicate 
with  Mr.  Lorrin,  care  of  James  Syme,  Chief,  Regional  Service  Operations 
Division,  SCS,  Albuquerque,  N.  M. 

Jl!!!iLMAKES^A_GgOD_ADMiNiaiRAI(Ifi? 

J.  W.  Sargent,  Assistant  Conservator,  Region  4,  spoke  out  with  some 
ideas  about  administration  at  a  recent  regional  conference.  This  is 
his  ticket: 

"The  marks  of  a  good  administrator  include  being  generous' in  praise  and 
appreciation  of  others,  attributing  worthy  motives  even  to  those  who 
disagree,  giving  service  without  desire  or  expectation  of  return. 


4 


practicing  humility,  tolerance  and  self-restraint,  making  full  use  of 
time  and  opportunity,  keeping  judgment  charitable,  extending  intelli- 
gent sympathy,  talking  less  and  listening  more,  adhering  always  to  a 
high  standard  of  thought,  purpose  and  conduct,  growing  in  gratitude, 
seeking  truth,  working  cheerfully,  serving  daily.  All  these  indicate 
fairness — a  prerequisite  to  any  successful  administrator. 

"Successful  administrators  are  fair  when  man  to  man  relationships  are 
on  a  fair  basis,  they  know  subordinates  like  and  can  take  responsibility 
--remembering,  of  course,  that  all  of  us  have  our  personal  whims  and 
ideas.  They  recognize  that  even  the  janitor  may  have  a  good  idea  con- 
cerning administration.  Whether  or  not  his  idea  can  be  used,  he  is 
nevertheless  a  better  janitor  for  having  had  the  opportunity  of  having 
his  idea  considered." 


£££_AND_NAIlfiNAL_DEFEM5£ 

Excerpt  from  a  recent  speech  by  Director  of  CCC  James  J.  McEntee: 

"In  seven  and  a  half  years  this  organization  has  made  tremendous  con- 
tribution to  the  economic  preparedness  of  the  nation.  It  has  constructed 
114,000  miles  of  roads,  built  44,000  bridges,  planted  more  than  two 
billion  trees  for  reforestation  and  erosion  control  purposes,  built  five 
eind  a  half  million  dams  to  check  soil  erosion  and  opened  up  opportunities 
for  millions  to  get  out  into  the  open  and  build  up  their  health  in  the 
nation's  wealth  of  forests  and  parks." 

i^aog.£QM PLHE  . DRIVE RSL.taHRSE 

Since  Jan.  1  approximately  1,800  enrollees  in  the  64  SCS-CCC  camps  in 
Region  2  have  completed  a  drivers'  training  course,  which  is  mandatory 
in  the  region  before  any  enrollee  can  receive  a  driver's  permit.  The 
training  course  consists  of  40  hours  of  classroom  discussion,  demonstra- 
tion, practice  driving  with  coaching,  and  tests  under  trained  supervision. 

Upon  completion  of  the  course,  each  enrollee  is  awarded  a  letter  of 
recognition,  which  is  endorsed  on  the  back  by  the  camp  superintendent 
each  three-month  period  the  enrollee  drives  without  an  accident.  This 
letter  makes  an  excellent  recommendation  of  the  enrollee  as  a  safe 
driver. 
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EDITOR,  SERVICE  NEWS:  The  letter 
to  yourself  in  the  Forum  of  Sep- 
tember 16,  194:0,  has  caused  me 
considerable  thought.  Possibly, 
just  human  nature  is  to  blame  for 
lack  of  interest  in  or  use  of  the 
Forum,  viz. 

It  is  only  human  nature  to  put  things  off.  One  can  put  off  "blowing 
off  steam"  until  it  is  dissipated,  then  it  is  too  late  to  write. 

A  person  in  a  subordinate  position,  is  rather  reluctant  to  write  anything 
which  might  displease  a  superior.  In  this  ruthless  age  of  keen  competi- 
tion, jobs  are  very  difficult  to  find  and  most  persons  do  not  wish  to 
invite  dismissal. 

Some  persons  in  administrative  or  supervisory  positions  are  of  a  nature 
not  inclined  to  constructive  criticism  especially  from  the  ranks. 

The  cure  for  this  would  without  doubt  mean  a  great  success  for  the  Forum. 
In  other  words  if,  the  person  writing  the  comments  would  do  so  with  a 
spirit  of  constructive  criticism  and  the  superior  (who  would  without 
doubt  recognize  his  relationship  with  the  situation)  would  take  the 
proffered  criticism  as  helpful  to  the  Service  and  himself  and  in  the 
same  friendly  helpful  spirit,  in  which  it  is  given,  much  real  benefit 
would  be  derived  from  the  "Open  Forum" . 

I  ask  you,  "Are  we  humans,  advanced  enough  to  overcome  petty  jealousies, 
small  natures  and  v indie tiveness?" . 

Signed:  G.L.W., 

Editor,  Service  News:  On  Page  4  of  the  October  5  issue  of  Service  News 
is  a  letter  signed,  "P.R.",  which  prompts  me  to  reply  with  something 
which  I  have  thought  of  for  some  time,  and  that  is  that  a  much  wider 
use  could  and  should  be  made  of  photographs  and  picture-taking.  In  the 
past,  SCS  photography  has  been  confined  pretty  much  to  the  Information 
and  Education  Department  and  not  enough  to  Operations  and  Evaluation. 
It  is  true  that  the  Regional  Photographer  is  on  call  (when  you  can  get 
him)  to  go  into  the  field,  but  even  then  limited  funds  often  make  it 
like  "pulling  teeth"  to  get  proper  service  that  might  lead  to  more 
progressive  methods. 

To  tie  this  to  the  letter  referred  to,  I  am  thinking  of  such  an  inspec- 
tion tour  as  this:  One  man  —  the  local  key  man.  Unit  Conservationist, 
or  anyone  under  him  —  goes  out  alone  with  a  camera  and  with  instructions 
or  a  good  idea  of  what  would  be  looked  at  if  three  loaded  sedans  drove 
over  a  man's  farm.    He  brings  the  films  back  with  a  good  report  of  just 
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where  he  went  and  everything  he  saw,  and  pictures  which  he  took.  The 
next  morning  (and  there  is  a  lapse  of  fourteen  hours  here  which  the 
photographic  laboratory  will  have  to  imagine) ,  he  lays  the  prints  before 
his  chief,  any  other  members  of  the  office  force,  or  any  visiting  Washing- 
tonians .  They  look  at  the  pictures.  One  man  sees  one  thing  he  is 
interested  in  and  wants  to  study  further.  The  rest  of  the  pictures  are 
for  others  to  see  or  not  to  see,  depending  on  results  or  time  at  the 
men's  disposal  and  so  on. 

The  same  scheme  may  apply  to  a  planning  party:  A  one-man  planning  party 
goes  out  with  a  camera,  or  better  yet  is  flown  out  with  a  camera,  brings 
his  pictures  back  and  the  Area  technicians  in  conclave,  or  singly,  decide 
what  is  to  be  done  and  the  plan  can  almost  be  written  in  the  office.... 

Take  an  example  which  happened  the  other  day:  A  diversion  dike  is  washed 
out,  doing  much  damage  to  some  private  land  as  well  as  land  of  another 
agency.  An  agronomist  (who  did  not  build  the  dike,  but  who  knows  his 
way  around)  comes  along  by  chance,  and  reports  it.  By  the  time  his 
superior,  the  engineer  who  built  it,  the  owner  of  the  land,  two  or  three 
members  of  the  cooperating  agency,  and  the  guy  with  the  final  word  have 
gone  out  to  look  at  the  place,  the  next  flood  has  wetshed  the  whole  thing 
into  oblivion.  With  the  aid  of  a  couple  of  photographs  for  the  first 
report,  the  seriousness  would  have  been  apparent,  so  that  a  repair  crew 
could  have  been  on  the  job  the  next  day. 

Our  methods  of  recording  with  both  camera  and  aerial  photography  are  all 
the  outcome  of  military  observation  information.  A  Brigade  Colonel 
cannot  cover  all  the  ground  where  his  command  is  or  is  planning  to  go. 
V.Tiy  should  an  Area  Conservationist  not  adopt  the  same  methods?  Pictures 
always  have  much  distinct  value  along  with  common  maps. 

.  .  .  Never  put  out  a  picture  without  sufficient  information  accompany- 
ing it,  captioning  four  things  in  this  order  of  importance:  (1)  Where, 
so  anyone  can  find  the  exact  spot;  (2)  what  it  is;  (3)  when,  the  date; 
(4)  by  whom  taken. 

Signed:  W.E.R. 

(Editor's  Note:  Sorry,  but  poetry  can't  be  used  in  Open  Forum.  A  dandy 
poem  was  submitted  by  a  stenographer,  but  our  set  policies  preclude  its 
use.    We  wish  she'd  come  through  with  a  letter,  though.) 


H£R£Li_£fiQP£RAliait_lH/iI_R£AiLY_WQRn 

Farm  groups  in  Livingston  county,  Mich.,  give  their  county  program  an 
element  of  unity  through  an  Agricultural  Council.  The  council  is  their 
answer  to  present  efforts  to  coordinate  agricultural  activities  in  the 
field.    They've  had  their- council  for  more  than  two  years. 
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Just  who  should  get  credit  for  the  idea  is  a  dubious  point.  It  was  just 
natural  that  County  Agent  S.  B.  (Red)  Thomas  should  tie  in  closely  with 
the  SCS  when  a  project  was  established  in  Livingston  and  neighboring 
counties  four  years  ago.  In  the  same  way  he  pitched  in  with  AAA,  Farm 
Security,  and  other  programs. 

It  wasn't  long  until  representatives  of  all  the  agencies  realized  their 
programs  were  interlocking.  So  they  put  their  heads  together,  organized 
formally,  and  now  meet  monthly  to  exchange  ideas  for  the  good  of  the 
county.  Most  important  result  of  the  coordination  idea  is  that  several 
heads  are  better  than  one.  Working  together  keeps  all  the  programs  on 
an  even  keel.  And  that  avoids  mistakes.  Another  advantage  is  that 
farmers  realize  there  are  several  different  federal  and  state  organiza- 
tions operating  within  the  county,  each  having  definite  functions  to 
perform,  yet  performing  them  with  a  view  to  how  they  affect  the  welfare 
of  the  whole  community. 

The  council  has  done  many  fine  jobs.  For  instance,  when  it  came  to 
shipping  a  carload  of  TVA  phosphate  this  year,  the  council  did  it, 
rather  than  one  agency.  The  council  planned  an  equitable  distribution 
of  the  phosphate,  and  signed  a  30-day  note  at  a  local  bank  until  money 
could  be  collected  to  pay  the  freight  bill. 

Members  and  officers  of  the  council  are:  A.  R.  Hanson,  Smith-Hughes 
teacher,  president;  Basil  McKenzie,  Smith-Hughes  teacher,  secretary; 
R.  C.  Behymer,  SCS,  treasurer;  S.  B.  Thomas,  county  agent;  Earl  Grubb, 
county  AAA  chairman;  Lionel  Tate,  Smith-Hughes  teacher,  Grafton  Henry, 
FSA  coiinty  supervisor;  and  A.  F.  Monroe,  farm  forestry  project  supervisor. 

As  other  agency  representatives  come  into  the  county  they  will  be  invited 
to  "join  up". 


AN-ifi£A>FRfiJl_IH£_IRi.gi^£R 
DiSIRi£I,.-.£QaAHQNIAS^_ABK*. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  calendar  year.  Supervisors  of  the  Tri- 
River  Soil  Conservation  District  were  confronted  with  the  problem  of 
developing  some  method  of  spreading  the  district  program  more  rapidly 
to  the  large  number  of  farmers,  who  were  requesting  help  in  getting  soil 
conservation  work  under  way.  The  technicians  assigned  to  the  district 
by  the  Service  could  not  possibly  spread  thin  enough  to  meet  all  demands 
on  their  time.  The  excerpt  below  from  the  semi-annual  report  of  the 
District  Supervisors  shows  how  they  met  this  problem: 

"Realizing  that  our  program  was  becoming  so  large  that  the  technical 
staff  as  well  as  educational  agencies  needed  assistance,  we  were  determined 
that  our  farmers  not  only  learn  from  the  agricultural  experts,  but  that 
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they  in  turn  teach  each  other  the  principles  of  conservation.  Our  com- 
munity leaders,  with  two  years'  experience  in  holding  group  meetings 
for  planning  and  work  execution,  were  used  as  the  nucleus  around  which 
we  have  built  the  "Conservation  Communities"  in  this  District. 

"In  order  that  we  might  share  equally  in  the  responsibility  for  the  work 
execution  program,  the  District  was  divided  into  four  zones  with  a 
Supervisor  in  charge  of  each  zone.  The  Chairman  was  not  given  a  zone, 
as  he  assumed  the  duties  of  coordinating  the  work  of  the  agricultural 
agencies  assisting  the  District,  as  well  as  maintaining  our  cordial 
relations  with  the  general  public.  We  four  Supervisors,  who  have  charge 
of  work  zones,  live  in  our  respective  territories  and  have  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  people  and  general  farming  conditions  due  to  our  having 
owned  and  operated  farms  there  all  our  lives. 

"That  we  as  Supervisors  should  claim  full  credit  for  the  reawakening 
of  community  spirit  manifested  in  the  new  determination  and  self-re- 
liance by  our  farm  people  would  be  boasting  of  the  rankest  type,  for 
it  is  through  our  local  leaders  helping  to  educate  their  neighbors  that 
our  work  has,  and  is,  spreading  across  the  fence  from  farm  to  farm. 

"During  this  six -months  period,  35  community  meetings  have  been  conducted 
by  Supervisors  and  community  leaders  at  which  590  of  our  cooperators 
were  present  and  requested  technical  assistance  and  labor  from  the 
District." 


THE  BALANCE  SHEET 
From  the  PHILADELPHIA  (PA.)  LEDGER: 

"One  argument  against  the  United  States  ever  again  becoming  involved  in 
Europe's  wars  would  appear  to  be  the  simple  fact  that  when  we  got  into 
the  last  conflict  we  wrecked  millions  of  acres  of  fertile  land  and  turned 
them  into  a  desert.  The  topsoil  which  washed  away  down  the  Mississippi 
or  which  blew  away  in  the  dusts torms  that  wreaked  havoc  in  the  early 
thirties  cannot  be  replaced  in  anything  short  of  several  hundred  years. 
According  to  those  who  should  know,  the  Dust  Bowl  had  its  birth  in  just 
one  thing  —  the  World  War.  One  hundred  twenty-five  million  acres  of 
American  land  have  already  lost  the  best  of  their  topsoil  through  gully 
erosion.  Another  100,000,000  acres  at  this  moment  are  starting  along 
the  same  road  to  final  ruin. 

"These  shocking  figures  should  demonstrate  even  to  city  dwellers  that 
keeping  rich  topsoil  tied  to  its  base  on  the  plains  of  America  is  more 
important  to  us  than  all  the  wars  yet  to  be  fought  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  If  we  do  not  attend  to  the  job  of  soil  conservation  con- 
fronting us  the  America  of  the  future  may  come  to  resemble  those  starkly 
dead  hills  and  valleys  of  China  which  are  pictured  in  the  geography  books. 
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"The  prodigality  of  Americans  with  their  once  boundless  natural  resources, 
it  may  be  remarked  parenthetically,  has  always  astounded  Europeans. 
Odette  Keun,  a  Frenchwoman,  wrote  a  book  this  year  called  "I  See  America," 
which  reported  her  observations  of  the  United  States  over  a  considerable 
period.  She  liked  Americans'  friendliness  and  hospitality,  she  disliked 
our  custom  of  crowding  huge  business  edifices  together  in  cities  with 
little  space  for  parks  or  other  recreation  places,  but  she  was  appalled 
by  the  fact  that  few  Americans  knew  or  cared  that  rich  farm  lands  were 
being  despoiled  by  carelessness." 


Ward  Shepard,  former  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Graduate  School  of 
Public  Affairs  at  Harvard  University,  recently  made  a  tour  of  territory 
he  had  visited  six  years  ago  when  work  was  just  getting  started  in  the 
South  Tyger  River  Project  near  Spartanburg.  Mr.  Shepard  said:  "I  am 
tremendously  impressed  by  the  widespread  application  of  soil  conservation 
measures ... .Even  in  ariving  alOTig  the  highway,  these  things  stand  out  as 
striking  features  of  the  landscape. .. .But  the  problem  of  soil  conserva- 
tion is  not  merely  a  problem  of  the  Government  and  the  farmers.  It  is 
a  problem  that  concerns  our  industries,  our  banks,  and  labor  unions, 
everyone  else.  It  is  dangerous  for  the  public  to  underestimate  the 
gravity  of  the  problem...." 


FIEID  MEMORANDA 

Oct.  19  -  31: 

904-C    Release  of  Personnel  for  selective  service  and  training. 

648-B    Policy  on  requirements  for  administrative  approval  for  constru- 
tion  or  alteration  of  buildings . 

915-A    Voting  rights  of  WPA  employees. 

955  Time  off  to  vote  on  Nov.  5. 

956  Assi^iment  of  personnel  to  assist  soil  conservation  districts. 

957  Unincorporated  drainage  associations. 

958  Approval   memoranda  of  understanding  between  SCS  and  highway 
agencies .     (Amending  Field  Memoranda  SCS  303  and  653)  . 

959  Necessity  of  maintaining  integrity  of  financial  projects. 

960  Procedure  in  disposing  of  theft  cases. 
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Cleaning  solvent 
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EXQ.£LLENI_SAFEIY_R£C.aRIl 

September  reports  indicate  that  SCS  labor  frequency  rate  of  8.4  is  the 
lowest  on  record.  There  were  but  three  lost  time  injuries  in  357,302 
man  hours  worked.  Prior  to  October,  1939,  the  accident  experience  for 
SCS  labor  would  figure  13  lost  time  injuries  for  a  similar  number  of  man 
hours  worked. 

The  following  States  have  completed  a  three-months '  period  ending  Sep- 
tember 30  without  any  CCC-SCS  enrollee  lost-time  injuries:  California, 
Delaware,  Nevada,  New  York,  North  Dakota,  Michigan,  Montana,  and  South 
Dakota. 


PRINTERS'  INK 

County  Gent lemen ,  November,  features  an  article  by  Neil  M.  Clark,  entitled 
"Soil  Saving  Goes  Local".  Mr.  Clark  discusses  the  SCS  and  the  work  that 
is  being  done  to  help  farmers  save  and  improve  their  land. 

The  Pan  American  is  a  new  monthly  periodical  containing  short  articles 
and  news  notes.  The  first  issue  (July-September)  has  an  article  about 
Dr.  Earl  Bressraan,  of  the  USDA,  and  his  efforts  to  promote  rubber  growing 
in  Latin  America. 

In  the  Journal  of  Forestry,  October,  Robert  L.  Pendleton,  Advisor  to  the 
Government  of  Siain,  writes  on  "Soil  Erosion  in  the  Tropics".  Mr.  Pendleton 
says  that  occidental  temperate  zone  training  is  Inadequate  foundation 
for  the  proper  appreciation  and  interpretation  of  tropical  soils  and  for 
their  management.  He  takes  up  the  individual  soil-saving  problems  of 
the  Phillipines,  Slam,  China  and  India  in  detail. 

Agricultural  Engineering  ,  October,  features  three  articles  by  USDA  men. 
They  are:  "Why  and  How  Agricultural  Research  Involves  Agricultural 
Engineers,"  by  R.  W.  Trullinger,  assistant  chief.  Office  of  Experiment 
Stations;  "Report  of  a  Chick  Brooder  Study,"  by  Lee  C.  Prickett  of  REA; 
and  "The  Rehabilitation  of  Drainage  Systems,"  by  Clark  E.  Jacoby  of  the 
SCS.  An  article  by  Maurice  Donnelly,  research  project  leader.  Region  10, 
offers  suggestions  for  further  refinements  of  a  proposed  national  terrace 
classification.  This  classification  is  explained  in  Farmers'  Bulletin 
1789  by  C.  L.  Hamilton,  agricultural  engineer,  SCS,  Washington. 

The  October  issue  of  Better  Crops  with  Plant  Food  contains  several  articles 
of  special  interest  to  Service  personnel:  A.  B.  Bryan,  Clems on  (S.C.) 
College,  writes  that  the  seven  South  Carolina  Master  Farmers  recently 
selected  are  all  strongly  soil-building  conscious  and  livestock-minded. 
They  have  as  important  planks  in  their  platforms  of  successful  farming 
(1)  soil  conservation  for  more  profitable  crop  yields,   and    (2)  livestock 
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production  as  a  source  of  income  to  improve  and  balance  crop  production; 
Dr.  Earl  Wooddell  Sheets,  former  Chief  of  Animal  Husbandry,  started  a 
three-article  series,  the  first  of  which  is  entitled  "Swing  Back  to 
Grass",  covering  the  history  of  soil  erosion  in  this  country;  E,  R, 
Jackman,  Farm  Crops  Specialist  at  Oregon  State  College,  writes  on  the 
relationship  between  trees  and  soil-building;  A.  W.  Blair  of  the  New 
Jersey  Experiment  Station  writes  on  "Building  Better  Soil."  Mr.  Blair 
quotes  a  letter  written  by  George  Washington  to  Arthur  Young  of  England, 
Dec.  12,  1793,  in  which  Washington  tells  Young  that  his  farm  was  origi- 
nally good  land  but  that  it  had  been,  to  a  certain  extent,  abused  and 
therefore  depleted  of  some  of  its  natural  fertility. 

Oaks  furnish  food  to  no  less  than  186  different  kinds  of  birds  and 
mammals,  according  to  W.  R.  Van  Dersal,  acting  Chief  of  the  Biology 
Division,  in  an  article  in  the  Journal  of  Wildlife  Management .  Dr. 
Van  Dersal  recommends  the  planting  of  suitable  species  of  oaks  in  areas 
where  wildlife  is  to  be  encouraged.  The  trees  will  furnish  food,  and 
can  be  utilized,  when  grown,  for  timber  or  fuel. 

Findings  of  30-years  study  of  waterflow  retardation  are  compiled  in 
a  new  progress  report  —  Influences  of  Vegetation  and  Watershed  Treat- 
ments on  Run-Off,  Silting,  and  Stream  Flow  —  issued  jointly  by  the 
Forest  Service  and  SCS.  The  report  sums  up  studies  of  work  done  on 
land  to  retard  run-off  and  curb  erosion  in  aid  of  flood  control. 

Erosion  survey  number  16,  "Erosion  and  Related  Land  Use  Conditions  on 
the  Crooked  Creek  Project  near  Indiana,  Penn.,"  by  J.  G.  Steels  and 
R.  G.  Mowrey. 

In  the  Journal  of  Forestry,  October,  N.  T.  Mirov  of  the  California 
Range  Experiment  Station  writes  on  tests  that  have  been  conducted  in 
grafting  pine  trees.  Mr.  Mirov 's  experiments  indicate  that  grafting 
as  a  method  of  vegetative  propagation  of  pines  has  definite  possibi- 
lities in  forest  research  work. 


FIVE  USDA  UNITS  GET  D EFEKSE_R AI I NG 

Five  units  of  the  USDA  have  been  designated  as  "defense  agencies"  as  a 
result  of  recent  rulings  by  the  Civil  Service  Commission.  They  are: 
the  Land  Acquisition  and  Cartographic  Divisions  of  the  SCS;  Rural 
Electrification  Administration,  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  the 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. 

Defense  agencies  have  priority  rights  in  drawing  personnel  from  the 
Civil  Service  lists  and  are  permitted  to  take  employees  from  other 
agencies  not  designated  eis  "defense*^  units,  providing  the  employee  and 
the  Civil  Service  Commission  agree. 
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The  Land  Acquisition  and  Cartographic  Divisions  of  SCS  are  doing  work 
of  direct  military  value.  Members  of  Land  Acquisition  are  helping  the 
Army  buy  land  for  military  training.  The  Cartographic  Division  is  making 
the  land  use  capability  maps  of  soil  conservation  districts,  as  a  step 
toward  a  nation-wide  blue-print  of  the  country's  farm  land.  These  maps 
will  be  of  military  as  well  as  production  value. 


£QNIRiBiiI£_Iii_YaiiR_aQMMiiN 

In  many  sections  of  the  country  Community  Chest  campaigns  are  now,  or 
soon  will  be,  in  full  swing.  Most  employees  of  the  Service  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  contribute,  through  their  local  Community  Chest,  to  the 
support  of  organizations  that  are  bringing  needed  help  to  thousands  of 
worthy  unfortunates. 

The  merit  and  objectives  of  the  Community  Chest  program  are  recognized 
everywhere.  What  the  program  is  accomplishing,  and  what  it  can  ac- 
complish, is  of  prime  importance  to  America.  It  is  hoped  that  all 
employees  of  the  Service  will  take  a  personal  interest  in  the  campaign 
in  their  respective  cities. 


